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Went through Camp Drake in 1950. Remember several men going through a hole in the fence to a cathouse
located within walking distance of the post.
| didn’t go; the guards were Japanese with shotguns and it didn’t seem worth the odd chance that one of

them was trigger happy.
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| was at Drake from 12/51 till 9/53.
There was a street that ran through separating North ans South Drake.
With 28 bars in it. NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT!

FAIE1951 F12 AAB1953 F£9 AFETH v T -FLAUIZWVELT-,
X T FLAODILBEER THBYDNHY. ZIICIE 28 HFDN—DHYFEL- BRDIUA—TAAVTY!

AP LEERA>

| was stationed at camp drake 249th general hospital from oct 66 to
aug 68;

| hated the south exit, just a bunch of bars with girls trying to relieve you of your yen; outside the north gate
tho was real japan, narrow streets and shops and a short walk to asaka train staion and a whole new world.
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South Camp Drake also had a movie theatre and we played some football games there.
Some of the ‘64 Olympic athletics were supposed to stay at So Camp, but | didnt stay to see it.
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Camp Drake wasn’t much to look at but it was home for me. | really enjoyed my time in Japan and traveled
extensively when | had time off.

| enjoyed playing golf on the golf course that was just outside the base itself... think it was called the
Showa-Drake Golf Course but am not positive.
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I have many memories of making the ASAKA - Shinjuku - Shibuya -lkebukuro drinking stops. | think our first
CO was a Capt then he got transferred and a Maj took over. We had GREAT GIRLY SHOWS at the NCO club
but when the Maj. took over they stopped.
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Camp Drake Replacement Depot
Announces

The Fourth Annual

Orphans Christmas Party

Friday, 17 December 1954

13:00 — 15:00 Hours

Camp Drake Field House

voa4y5 4

PROGRAM

ARRIVAL AND SE(TING OF CHILDREN
OFFICIAL WELCOME TO THE PARTY
COL. HENRY J. STARK

DISTRIBUTION OF REFRESHMENTS TO
CHILDREN

ENTERTAINMENT SKITS
METROFOLITAN

Al SET-EN

GRACE

SAINT TOSEPIT

NATIVITY PAGEANT

CHAPLAIN LINDNER

SANTA CLAUS AND DISTRIBUTION OF GIFTS
M/SGT ELMER J. WHITEHEAD
INTERPRETER

M/SGT ARAKAKI

VRS (#24&)

FroT FLAORFEKICEDEEN1951 FITRISh, BRECEDON-XEEFEHROMERICHF(FES
NCEBENEMMTNS
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HISTORY

The Camp Drake Replacement Depot Indigenous Charities Fund was established on November 13,
1951 for the purpose of creating a centralized agency to raise money for orphanages, old people’s
homes, and other benevolent institutions. A Fund Council was appointed and an immediate drive to
raise money was started.

During the period from November, 1951 to April, 1953, a total of $122,713.78

was voluntarily contributed by transient and permanent party personnel of the Camp Drake
Replacement Depot to this fund and was given to following institutions:

Grace Orphanage

Aisei-en Home

Saint Joseph’s Home

Saint Odelia Orphanage

Metropolitan Orphanage

Aike Gakuen(Summer Camp)

In addition to the avove, Christmas Parties were held in 1951, 1952 and 1953 for

orphans in the Metropolitan Tokyo area.

In April of 1953 it was decided to dissolve this fund and to set up a trust fund for four

orphanages. At this time the fund had a total of $52,626.27 on deposit in the bank. The Council
decided to give $1500 to the Seiyo Orphanage to help rebuild the physical plant which had been
des : royed by fi re a short time before. In addition $1126.27 was donated to the Japan Red Cross
Ohphanage in appreciation for the help received from the Japan Red Cross in administering the
trust fund to be established. This left a balance of $50,000 to be placed on deposit in the trust
fund. On April 30, 1953 the Fund Council held its fi nal meeting. At this meeting the chairman of
the Council delivered a check in the amount of $50, 000.00 to Prince T. Shimazu, President of

the Japan Red Cross, for deposit, in order that the trust fund could be established for the Aisei-en
Home, Grace Ohphanage, Metropolitan Ohphanage and Saint Joseph’s Home.

The agreement hich established this trust fund stipulated that the Yen equivalent of $5,000.00 be
withdrawn from the bank once each year for distribution to the above orphanages, on a percentage
basis, until the fund is deposited. It is estimated that the money deposited to the Trust Fund, plus
interest accruing, will sustain the fund for approximately 14 years.
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| was a CID agent assigned to Camp Drake from 1967 to 1968. The assignment did have a whole lot of
police work but there were several memorial situations.

Several people mention the “Corner Bar” which was my main operating base. Anyone going during that time
period will surely remember “Michi”, an extremely tall girl for a Japanese; she was my main “confidential
informant” who helped me on some cases.
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COMMUNISTS???

Many mornings, outside the fence, in front of one of the war is, there have been people demonstrating against
the war in Viet Nam and for the removal of a certain U.S. Army post from Japan. No one wants war and we
can’t blame these people for not wanting us here.

How would you like a bunch of Japanese soldiers running your home town? Did you ever stop to think of why
there are no foreign military bases in the U.S.A. but the U.S.A. has military bases in the world? You would not
like the idea of French, Vietnamese, or Japanese soldiers running around your home town and would probably
hold more rallies and demonstrations than these people are. Try to go to the fence and talk to these people
and ask them why they demonstrate. The MPs would not let you. They will more than likely tell you the people
are comunists.

They are not. We of “Kill For Peace” have talked to them. All they want is the removal of the U.S. miliary
presence from their land. More than likely you don’t want to be here any more than they want you here. They
are simply antimilitary and so much anti-American. We believe in their cause and we urge you to listen and try
to understand them.
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